
CODEX-STYLE VESSEL

This painted ceramic provides a glimpse into how the ancient Maya lived and learned. See the 
curving line close to the teacher’s mouth? This speech thread leads to glyphs or Maya writing. 

Which colors would add special meaning to this scene?

Visit in person or go to kimbellart.org to see the original artwork: Maya culture, Codex-Style
Vessel with Two Scenes of Itzam Instructing Young Pupils, c. A.D. 700–750, ceramic with

monochrome decoration. Kimbell Art Museum


